
SHRI NEPAL CHANDRA SUTRADHAR (POSTHUMOUS)

 Shri Nepal Chandra Sutradhar is a renowned Chhau artist who has created history 
in the field of Chhau dance and mask making. Shri Sutradhar is widely recognised for his 
immense contribution for the development of traditional form of Chhau dance and unique 
way of making chhau mask. This has made Purulia, West Bengal and India a home of 
unique traditional dance and craftmanship.

2. Born on 5  August, 1939, Shri Sutradhar received his early education from Tunturi th

H.S. School and completely devoted himself in Chhau dance and Chhau mask making. In 
his course of life, he participated in many workshops and excelled in this performing art 
form not only in various states of India, but abroad. Trained under Guru Gambhir Singh 
Mura from the age of 12, Shri Sutradhar excelled in exceptional techniques of Chhau dance 
and mesmerized the audience on stages.

3. Shri Sutradhar's artistic skills in Chhau dance and the minute techniques in 
making Chhau masks won the hearts of millions. He was invited to perform Chhau dance 
from the foreign countries like the USA, Scotland, New Zealand, and so on. He participated 
in various workshops in Chhau mask making in and around the world. He participated in 
North American Bengali conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Museum 
of Art in 1997. In 2001 he visited Edinburgh, Scotland for the Dussehra festival project.

4. Shri Sutradhar was invited by Scottish India Art forum as a reputed Chhau mask- 
maker and performer in Edinburgh Festival. The spectacular Ten Headed Mask he made 
during the workshop was widely praised and immediately bought by the National Museums 
of Scotland as unique piece of art. He also participated in 17  American Bengali th

Conference, USA, Asia New Zealand Diwali Festival of Light in Auckland, Wellington in 
October, 2007.

5. Shri Sutradhar performed as Chhau dancer and artist in Taj Bengal, Kolkata in the 
inaugural ceremony of British Airways, attended workshops at National Institute of 
Fashion Technology, New Delhi, excelled in Surajkund Crafts Mela, 2008.

6. Shri Sutradhar is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. He has been 
conferred the title of “Kala Mani” award in Surajkund Crafts Mela, in 2008. He got 
recognition from Sangeet Natak Akademi in August 2019, Certificate of Participation in 
International Museum Expo 2023, Recognition from National Institute of Fashion 
Technology, Certificates from Kutir O Khudra Shilpodhikar under Government of West 
Bengal, American Bengali Conference, Philadelphia, USA, 1997, Recognition in Dussehra, 
2001 by National Museum of Scotland.

7. Shri Sutradhar passed away on 4  November, 2023.th

Padma Shri
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in~e Jh

 Jh usiky p æ lw=èkkj ,d çfl) NÅ dykdkj gSa ftUgksaus NÅ ùR; vkSj eq[kkSVk fuekZ.k ds {ks= esa bfrgkl U
jpk gSA Jh lw=èkkj NÅ ùR; ds ikjaifjd :i ds fodkl vkSj vuwBs NÅ eq[kkSVk fuekZ.k esa vikj ;ksxnku ds fy, cgqr  
çfl) gSA blls iq#fy;k] if'pe caxky vkSj Hkkjr vf}rh; ikjaifjd uR̀; vkSj f'kYi dkS'ky dk dsaæ cu x;k gSA

2-  5 vxLr] 1939 dks tUes] Jh lw=èkkj us viuh çkjafHkd f'k{kk rqurqjh ,p-,l- Ldwy ls çkIr dh vkSj mUgksaus 
Lo;a dks iwjh rjg ls NÅ ùR; vkSj NÅ eq[kkSVk fuekZ.k esa yxk fn;kA vius thoudky esa] mUgksaus dÃ dk;Z'kkykvksa esa 
Hkkx fy;k vkSj u dsoy Hkkjr ds fofHkUu jkT;ksa] cfYd fons'kksa esa Hkh bl dyk dk mR—"V çn'kZu fd;kA 12 o"kZ dh vk;q 
ls xq# xaHkhj Çl  eq k ls çf'kf{kr Jh lw=èkkj us NÅ ùR; dh vlkèkkj.k rduhdksa esa mR—"Vrk gkfly dh vkSj eap ij g M+
n'kZdksa dks ea=eqXèk fd;kA

3-  Jh lw=èkkj NÅ ùR; esa dykRed dkS'ky j[krs gSa vkSj mudh NÅ eq[kkSVs cukus dh lw{e rduhd us yk[kksa 
yksxksa dk fny thr fy;kA mUgsa vesfjdk] Ld‚VySaM] U;wthySaM vkfn ns'kksa ls NÅ uR̀; çLrqr djus ds fy, vkeaf=r 
fd;k tkrk gSA mUgksaus nqfu;k Hkj esa NÅ eq[kkSVk cukus dh fofHkUu dk;Z'kkykvksa esa Hkkx fy;kA mUgksaus 1997 esa 
fQykMsfYQ;k] isaflYosfu;k] fQykMsfYQ;k dyk laxzgky; esa mÙkjh vesfjdh caxkyh lEesyu esa Hkkx fy;kA 2001 esa  
mUgksaus n'kgjk mRlo ifj;kstuk ds fy, ,fMucxZ] Ld‚VySaM dk nkSjk fd;kA

4-  Jh lw=èkkj dks Ld‚fV'k bafM;k vkVZ Qksje }kjk ,fMucxZ QsfLVoy esa ,d çfrf"Br NÅ eq[kkSVk fuekZrk vkSj 
dykdkj ds :i esa vkeaf=r fd;k x;k FkkA dk;Z'kkyk ds nkSjku muds }kjk cuk, x, 'kkunkj nl flj okys eq[kkSVs dh 
vR;ar ç'kalk dh xÃ vkSj Ld‚VySaM ds jk"Vªh; laxzgky; us bls dyk ds vf}rh; uewus ds :i esa rqjar [kjhn fy;kA 
mUgksaus vDVwcj 2007 esa v‚dySaM] osÇyxVu esa 17osa vesfjdh caxkyh lEesyu] ;w,l,] ,f'k;k U;wthySaM fnokyh 
QsfLVoy v‚Q ykbV esa Hkh Hkkx fy;kA

5-  Jh lw=èkkj us fczfV'k ,;jost ds mn~?kkVu lekjksg esa rkt caxky] dksydkrk esa NÅ urZd vkSj dykdkj ds 
:i esa çn'kZu fd;k] us'kuy baLVhVîwV v‚Q QS'ku VsDuksy‚th] uÃ fnYyh dh dk;Z'kkykvksa esa Hkkx fy;k] lwjtdqaM 
f'kYi esyk] 2008 esa mR—"V çn'kZu fd;kA

6-  Jh lw=èkkj dks dÃ iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çkIr gSaA mUgsa 2008 esa lwjtdqaM f'kYi esys esa Þdyk ef.kÞ iqjLdkj dh 
mikfèk ls lEekfur fd;k x;k gSA mUgsa vxLr 2019 esa laxhr ukVd vdkneh ls lEeku çkIr gqvk] varjjk"Vªh; 
laxzgky; ,Dliks 2023 esa Hkk x  çek.k i=] jk"Vªh; QS'ku çkS|ksfxdh laLFkku ls lEeku] çek.k i= feykA 1997 esa lg f rk
if'pe caxky ljdkj ds vèkhu dqVhj vks [kqnjk f'kYiksfèkdj] vesfjdh caxkyh lEesyu] fQykMsfYQ;k] ;w,l, ls 
çek.ki=] 2001 esa Ld‚VySaM ds jk"Vªh; laxzgky; }kjk n'kgjk lEeku çnku fd;k x;kA 

7- Jh lw=/kkj dk 4 uoEcj] 2023 dks fu/ku gks x;kA

Jh usiky pUæ lw=èkkj ¼ej.kksijkar½


